SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY

Scripture Readings: The Bible is overflowing with Life! — ask His Holy
Spirit to help you choose what message He has for your Worship
community.

Here’s a few examples -

Old Testament lesson — Genesis 1: 26 — 2.3
This passage rightly celebrates the dignity of humanity and the wonder of all
God'’s creation. He saw it and it was very good!

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon
the earth.” 2 So God created humankind|[c] in his image, in the image of
God he created them; male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.” 2° God said, “See, | have given you every plant yielding
seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its
fruit; you shall have them for food. 3° And to every beast of the earth,
and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so. 3! God saw everything that he had made, and
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.
2 And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and
he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 2 So
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested
from all the work that he had done in creation.

Epistle — | Corinthians 10: 23-24, 31-33

Paul reminds us that there may be certain things that are “lawful” or even “my
right,” but they are out of bounds for Christians in that they do not promote the
good of my neighbour for whom Christ died.

B “All things are lawful,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are
lawful,” but not all things build up. 2* Do not seek your own advantage,
but that of the other. 3! So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you
do, do everything for the glory of God. 3 Give no offense to Jews or to
Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as | try to please everyone in
everything | do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, so
that they may be saved.
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Gospel — Matthew 6: 25-33
Christ reminds us that in all anxieties and cares let us seek first the kingdom of
God, and amazingly all things will fall into place.

% “Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat
or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not
life more than food, and the body more than clothing? ¢ Look at the
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
27 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?
2 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, ? yet | tell you, even Solomon
in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 3 But if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 3!
Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we
drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 3 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and his[m]
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

Gospel: John 10:1-10
Jesus, the Good Shepherd - reminds us to faithfully follow Him! You are Not
Alone! You are Loved! Follow Him and choose Life.

10 “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by
the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a

robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the

sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. *When he has brought
out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice. ® A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from
him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” ®This figure of speech
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying
to them.

7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of
the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep did not listen to them. °| am the door. If anyone enters by me, he
will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. *The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.
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